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EDITOR'S NOTE

Editor's Note

We take great pride in launching the first issue of the online
newsletter of the Library, University of Ruhuna. In the history
of the library service, we have mostly extended our great effort
to acquire many more information resources to the collection,
process, and organize them systematically, and prepared
access tools such as OPACs, indexes, and abstracts to provide
easy access to those resources. However, we spent less time
making the users aware of what we are doing and what we have
for serving them. As modern university librarians, we have to do
many things beyond the traditional library operations.

This newsletter will be a forum to reach our users, convey our
messages and increase awareness of the library among the " )
university community. As a newsletter in digital form, this can A ROOM without BOOKS
overcome geographical barrios to reach the community. I invite is like a BODY without a
all the university community to share library-related
information through this newsletter. SOUL”

- Marcus Tullius Cicero -

JJ G Arachchige
Editor in Chief

LIBRARIAN’S MESSAGE ') P‘

It is an absolute pleasure and satisfaction that Library,
University of Ruhuna has come up with the first issue of the

Library Newsletter.
Mr. U.A. Lal Pannila, Librarian (Act.)

As per my opinion, this newsletter, will work as a window through which the full profile of the academic
and administrative activities, successes, and advancements of the library over the designated period
may be seen. Also | strongly believe that University Library should continually communicate with you,
its esteemed customers, both inside and beyond the university grounds, as the primary information
service provider to the university community.

So, I'm convinced that this newsletter, which was posted on the library's website, will be a great tool for
spreading the word about the library's value for learning, teaching, and research. You can stay in touch
with us and stay informed about new Library initiatives.

| take this opportunity to thank all the dignitaries for sparing their valuable time to make this success,
specially the chief editor Mr. J.J.G. Arachchige and the co- editors, Mr. J. A. Ajith, Ms. K.A.I.M. Amarasekara,
Mr.D.M.T. Madushanka and Ms. H.E.P. Mayuri.

| heartily wish all the readers my best wishes and hope this will enjoy your critical acclaim and prove itself

to play a vital role in the all-round development of the Library, University of Ruhuna.

Best wishes for the success and bright future of Library Newsletter.




Workshop on “Koha” Library Software

Akoha

LIBRARY SYSTEM

Open Source
Integrated Library Management System

A one-day workshop on “Koha” Library Management System was held on 24t February 2022 at the
Student Reading Room of the Main Library, University of Ruhuna. The target audience of this
workshop was the newly appointed library staff at the University of Ruhuna, including Assistant
Librarians, Library Information Assistants, and Library Attendants. The main objective of this workshop
was to introduce the “Koha” Library Management System to the newly recruited Assistant Librarians.
The contents of the workshop covered important components of the tool such as cataloging, report
generating, user privileges, and safer use. The paraprofessional staff of the library was educated about
patron adding, editing, and cataloging. This workshop was organized by Mr. Lal Pannila, Acting
Librarian of the university and Mr. Nimal Hettiarachchi, Senior Assistant Librarian (Technical Services)
served as the resource person. Nearly 30 staff members participated in the workshop.

*» Three new Assistant Librarians have been appointed by the University with effect
from 31%' January 2022.

L Ms. K.A.I.M. I Ms. H.E.P. Mayuri Mr. D.M.T. Madushanka

Amarasekara Assistant Librarian Assistant Librarian
Assistant Librarian Faculty of Allied Health Legal Deposit Division

Faculty of Agriculture Sciences Main Library
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LIBRARY EVENTS

Farewell to Mr. Kusala Fernando

A farewell party was held on 1st April 2022 at the
Main Library at the Main Library University of
Ruhuna for Mr. Kusala Fernando who served the
university as a Senior Assistant librarian for about
11 years. Mr. Fernando was released from his
service as a Senior Assistant Librarian and
attached to the Sabaragamuwa University in the
same position.

Kusala Fernando graduated from University of
Ruhuna with a B.Sc. degree with first-class honors F
in Zoology. With his excellent performance in his
studies, he joined the Department of Zoology, at the | g4

University of Ruhuna as an Assistant Lecturer in |
2009 and later he joined the Faculty of Applied
Sciences at the University of Sri Jayawardhanapura
in 20009 as a Lecturer.

During his tenure, Mr. Kusala Fernando did outstanding service to the Library, University of
Ruhuna. He was involved in many innovations and development activities of the library.
Especially he took the responsibi}ity of initiating the Institutional Repository of the Library,
administering the Similarit&ﬁﬁ%&i}qu“Platforms of the university, teaching in Information
Literacy Courses oftl}\qm’ljvkgl\:slty, \;s)gm?ing on the editorial board of journals published by the
university, and wﬂ»ﬁ%@gxﬁ\%\m\dryﬁuahty Cell under CQA of the university and more.

,\{)\l‘.

ot .\ & D s

The farewell evgngwﬁé,%ekdﬂ?nder thetjz;ﬁ!ronage of Mr. Lal Pannila, Acting Librarian of the
University of R@ﬁl{@a#\gnd the e&@%)‘f\’/‘;@g’,gr‘?ced by the senior staff members of the library
including Mrs. S‘Ei?ldya GW‘%%@@%@MM Hettiarachchi, Mrs. Theja Kuruppu Arachchi,
Mrs. Sakunthala Se&@%@&%mfi@ﬁﬁéahus\@hka, Mrs. Pavithra Mayuri, Mr. J.A. Ajith,
Mrs. Madushani Am@’b@% : ©W.AH.P. Gug@ Senior Lecturer of the Department of
Zoology of the Faculty of Scig 1anayak \\i’} d,\@%partment of IT of Faculty of

N

)ers of the library system.
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RN ¥




Visit of USA Ambassador

USA Ambassador Julie Chung visited the University of Ruhuna during her southern visit in Sri Lanka on 19t
September 2022. She visited the Main Library, of the University of Ruhuna and she was interested in the
library materials available in the library. The Vice-Chancellor, Senior Prof. Sujeewa Amarasena accompanied
Mrs. Chung in her visit to the library. Acting Librarian, Mr. UL Lal Pannila warmly welcomed all the

participants at the library.




On-Site Training for Students

The students who are following the diploma courses
in Library & Information Science at the University of
Kelaniya were provided 10 days on-site training
program in the Main Library of the University of
Ruhuna from 28" March — 08™ April 2022. All the
students were working at different libraries including
public libraries, school libraries, and other
institutional libraries in the southern province. They
were trained on the following locations and tasks in
the library.

e Reader Services

¢ Ceylon Room

e Periodical Section

e Classifications

e Legal Deposit Collection

e Library Counter

o Cataloguing

Mr. Chandrasoma, a retired Educational Director of
Sothern Province donated his book collection to the

Main Library, University of Ruhuna. The book
collection included a variety of publications
representing history and social sciences. The books
were officially accepted to the library on 31 May
2022. The donation included his own writings too.

Retired professor James H. Nye visited the Main Library of the
University of Ruhuna on 6™ April 2022. The Chancellor of the
University Venerable Dr. Akuretiye Nanda Thero and Dr. Dewa
Michael De Silva, Senior Lecturer accompanied Prof. James Nye's visit.
Prof. James H. Nye was the former Librarian of the University of |
Chicago. He showed his interest in the different collections and the §
Ceylon Room available at the Library, University of Ruhuna. !

i




A book donation by the “Bharat Ek Parichay (an introduction to India) — Sharing Knowledge with the World"”,
programme initiated by the Consulate General of India, Hambantota Office was held on 15" September 2022 at the
Main Library, University of Ruhuna. The donation included 51 books. The Consul General (Actg.) Mr. Atul Aggarwal,
the Vice chancellor Prof. Sujeewa Amarasena and the Deputy Vice Chancellor Prof. Saman Chandana graced this
occasion. They visited the Library, including the Indian Corner of the Main Library and other collections. The donation
constitutes Indian General Classics (20), Indian Schedule Languages (21) and Popular Indian Stories (10). These books

are useful for the staff and students who are interested in the India’s cultural diversity, its heritage and ethos, religious

and geography etc.

The University of Ruhuna enacted its Plagiarism Prevention Policy and Interpretative Guidelines with effect
from 01° February 2022. This policy was a long-awaited document to improve the quality of the university.
This policy document was drafted and forwarded by the Library Committee of the University of Ruhuna and
approved by the Council of the university. The document can be viewed on the website of the library.



http://www.lib.ruh.ac.lk/plagarismchecking

ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES

Faculty of Allied
Health Sciences

A session on Introduction to
Library Facilities and Access to
E-resources was conducted
for the undergraduates of the
2020/2021 batch, Faculty of
Allied Health Sciences under
the foundation programme
via zoom on 19% July 2022 by
Assistant  Librarian Mrs.
Pavithra Mayuri.

Faculty of Fisheries
and Marine Sciences
& Technology

Information Literacy course
modules were conducted at
the Faculty of Fisheries and
Marine Biology by Mr. K.T.S
Pushpakumara and Mr. P.G.
Nishantha. Ms. Sakunthala
Senevirathna service as the
coordinator of the
Information  Literacy and
Scientific Communication
Skills Course module for the
2021/2022.

Faculty of
Humanities and
Social Sciences

Information  Literacy and
Scientific Communication
Skills course at the Faculty of
Humanities & Social Sciences
was successfully completed
for the academic year
2021/2022. Mrs. Sakunthala
Senevirathna served as the
course cordinator. Lectures
were conducted by Mrs.
Sakunthala Senevirathna, Mr.
Nishantha Gamage, and Mr.
Kusala Fernando as the
Visiting Lecturers.




FEATURE ARTICLE 02

Information Literacy for all

R.A.P.S. Senevirathna, Senior Assistant Librarian, University of Ruhuna

What are Literacy and Literacy Skills

The traditional definition of literacy is the ability to read and write, or the ability to use language to read,
write, listen and speak. In the modern context, it has defined reading and writing at a level adequate for

communication, or at a level that lets one understand and communicate ideas in a literate society.

However according to UNESCO defined Literacy is the ability to identify, understand, interpret, create,
communicate and compute, using printed and written materials associated with varying contexts.
Literacy involves a continuum of learning in enabling individuals to achieve their goals, develop their
knowledge and potential, and participate fully in their community and wider society (United Nations
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization - UNESCO)

Literacy skills include listening, speaking, reading, and writing. They also include such things as
awareness of the sounds of language, awareness of print, and the relationship between letters and sounds.

Other literacy skills include vocabulary, spelling, and comprehension.

Importance of Literacy Skills

Literacy is critical to economic development and individual and community well-being. Lacking vital
literacy skills holds a person back at every stage of their life. literacy is essential for education,
employment, belonging to the community, and the ability to help one's children. Literacy gives people

access to their information needs.

INFORMATION
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Literacy can make provision of the best strategies to the individuals that are not only necessary to sustain
one's living conditions in an appropriate manner, but individuals are able to benefit in other ways as
well. These include making decisions, developing rational thinking skills, differentiating between
appropriate and inappropriate, inculcating the traits of diligence, resourcefulness, and conscientiousness,
and understanding the significance of morality and ethics. When individuals will be able to read and
write well, they would be able to move into the outside world, socialize with others, and accomplish
their desired goals (Kapur, 2019). When understanding the meaning and significance of literacy, there
are four main aspects, which need to be taken into consideration. These are stated as follows:
(Understandings of Literacy: Education for All Global Monitoring Report, 2006).

LITERACY

READING WRITING
ORAL SKILLS *
RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
NUMERACY SKILLS APPLICATION OF LITERACY SKILLS
SKILLS ENABLING ACCESS TO 2 ,
Qf KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION LITERACY AS APPLIED,
PRACTICED AND SITUATED
As mnmowus me THEY BECOME
i ‘SUJECT MATTER’ AND TEXTS THAT ARE

PRODUCED AND CONSUMED BY
LITERATE INDIVIDUALS
« LITERACY AS A LEARNING
4 PROCESS
LITERACY AS TEXT

Significance of Literacy

Source: FIP Foundation for Education and Research, 2022

Literacy plays a significant role in reducing gender, race, nationality, and religious inequality that favors.

Benefits of literacy are as follows,

e Literacy improves health.

e Literacy promotes "lifelong learning™ and builds skills.
e Literacy improves the economy and creates jobs.

e Literacy promotes gender equality.

e Literacy promotes democracy and peace.

e Literacy builds self-esteem and overall quality of life.




Type of Literacy Skills

Literacy skills can be divided into three main areas.

Literacy Skills

Digital Media Information
Literacy Literacy Literacy

Type of Literacy Skills

v Digital Literacy

Technology has significantly impacted our daily lives, and as a result, a new kind of literacy has
emerged. digital literacy involves the ability to use technology effectively and for a purpose. Digital

literacy gives us a whole new way to communicate and discover new information.

Technology forces us to assess what we see more than ever before. Being able to assess what we see
and determine the reliability of sources is an essential component of digital literacy because anyone

may publish anything on the Internet.

We can possess a variety of literacy abilities when we are digitally literate, such as: reading websites,
using search engines, accessing videos and podcasts, evaluating web resources, using e-mail, chat

services, texts, blogging, using social media sites, using map searches, researching on the Internet.
v' Media Literacy

Media literacy is about understanding the different ways that information is produced and distributed.
There are many forms of media, with new ones being created all the time. Forms of media can include;

Blogs, Tweets, Podcasts, Videos, e-books, social networks, e-mails, streams, TV, and film.

v Information Literacy

The American Library Association (1989) has defined Information Literacy as follows;

“To be information literate, a person must be able to recognize when information is needed and have
the ability to locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information”

Information literacy is the ability to find, evaluate, organize, use, and communicate information in all
its various formats, most notably in situations requiring decision-making, problem-solving, or the
acquisition of knowledge. On the other hand, information literacy is the ability to identify what
information is needed, understand how the information is organized, identify the best sources of
information for a given need, locate those sources, evaluate the sources critically, and share the

information.
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Also, it is a combination of research skills, critical thinking skills, computer technology skills, and
communication skills. it is essential for academic success, effective functioning in the workplace, and

participation in society as knowledgeable citizens.

An essential component of being information literate is having the capacity to think critically and render
fair judgments regarding the information we discover and use. We can get new knowledge, draw

conclusions, and communicate our opinions with knowledge.

Information

Literacy
Media ':ffi';‘r';s Critical
Literacy Skills Literacy
Searching :;:::::’ Copyright
Boolean Critical Security &
Logic, Privacy,
etc. etc.

Information Literacy Umbrella

information literacy as having five components: identity, find, evaluate, apply, and acknowledge sources

of information.

Five components of 1L




However, Information literacy is crucial for today's learners because it encourages problem-solving
techniques and critical thinking abilities. It also helps to students become successful, productive
employees, prepares a person for lifelong learning, self-assured people, and responsible citizens by
encouraging them to ask questions, seek information, form opinions, evaluate sources, and make

decisions. Hence, developing information literacy skills is very important for everyone in this era.
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TRAINING & USER AWARENESS

The Library, Faculty of Agriculture in collaboration with the Internal Quality

Assurance Cell of the Faculty of Agriculture, organized an awareness
programme on Plagiarism prevention and Plagiarism Prevention Policy of

~ e University of Ruhuna for the final year research students of the Faculty of

Agriculture.




Deputy Librarian

Mr. Nimal Hettiarachchi

Mr. U. A. Lal Pannila

Two Senior Assistant Librarians of the University of Ruhuna Mr. U. A. Lal Pannila and
Mr. Nimal Hettiarachchi have been promoted to the post of Deputy Librarians at the
Main Library. Our congratulations on their achievements.

Non - Academic Staff

-

Ms. K. N. Priyanthi, a Library information Assistant (grade | ) of
the Faculty of Agriculture Library, has been promoted to the,
post of Staff Assistant with effect from 01t December 2021. e

4| Mr. L.P. Lakmal Udara, a Library information Assistant (grade | )
-1 of the Main Library, has been promoted to the post of Staff

/ { Assistant with effect from 015t December 2021.




Library Webpage Revised

The Webpage of the Library University of Ruhunahas been revisedwith new
features and launched on 19t August 2022. Users can visit it at www.lib.ruh.ac.lk. Suggestions
and comments are welcome.

Visit Here :"%

http://www.lib.ruh.ac.lk

“To enhance your access to the a dynamic new visual design
information resources and services
offered by the library, we revamped
the website.”

improved navigation and mobile-friendly
interface that optimizes the site for all devices

Improved search functionality with

/In addition, Library news, notices, and events streamlined access to search Library

are presented in a more engaging way on the Resources such as articles, journals, and books
site, and pages have been optimized for
discovery via Google or other search engines. through Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC).
The combined efforts of library academics and
staff have created this website to match the

needs of the University community. access to the past papers

access to the institutional repository

University of Ruhuna-Sri Lanka Events News Notices Vacancies Contact (o}

Home About Library v Faculty Libraries v ¢ S v s~ Staff v Downloads FAQ

Welcome to The Library | University of Ruhuna

o~ -
g OICJOJO

Enter here...



http://www.lib.ruh.ac.lk/
http://www.lib.ruh.ac.lk/
http://www.lib.ruh.ac.lk/

PHOTOGRAPHIC ESSAY

Roof-top cultivation at Engineering Library




Vision of the Library

“To be an internationally recognized academic library that caters for
teaching, learning, research, and community development.”

Mission of the Library

“The mission of the University of Ruhuna library is to support

the university’s commitment to excel in higher education by

providing a high-quality information service to students, staff
and the community at large, developing resources without
prejudice and limitation to languages, contents and formats

ensuring a continuous free flow of information, collaborating

with other universities, institutional and governmental
libraries in Sri Lanka for resource sharing.”




